
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

SILVER END PARISH COUNCIL  

Minutes of the Full Parish Council meeting held on 11th March 

2026 in the Parish Council Office, Silver End Village Hall. 
 

 

  Centenary celebrations 2026 

 

Present: Cllr Bugg (Chair, AB,) Cllr Sullivan (MS,) Cllr Taylor (CT,) Cllr Martin (BM,) Cllr Ashford (IA,) Mrs 

Temple (Clerk,) Cllr Playle (RP) (ECC, left the meeting after 0326/FC2431) and Cllr Abbott (JA) (BDC, left the 

meeting after 0326/FC2434.)  

 

0326/FC2426 Apologies for absence: Cllr Hughes (PH,) Cllr McDonald (KM) and Cllr Wright (BW) (BDC.)   

Absent without apologies: None. 

 

0326/FC2427 Declarations of Interest by Members in respect of any items on the agenda, none were offered. 

 

0326/FC2428 Members of the public are given an opportunity to speak at this point, however none were present. 

 

0326/FC2429 Consideration to be given to the resignation of Cllr Ken McDonald 

The Clerk reminded all Members of Cllr McDonald’s letter of resignation, brought to the last meeting. All agreed that 

the resignation would be accepted, with regret. The Clerk will notify BDC. 

 

0326/FC2430 Minutes of January’s Full Council Meeting were agreed and signed as a true record of the meeting.   

Clerk’s Report (incl. Matters Arising from the previous minutes:) 

• Precept accepted by BDC for 2026/27. 

• John Bailey, Mem Gdns contractor has replaced and removed the old soil from the Memorial Gardens, whilst 

replanting the holes in the hedging. In addition he has replanted the roses in the roundabout outside the village 

hall. 

• BDC removed the additional bottle bank as discussed at the last meeting.  

• The Social Media Policy has been attached to the website. 

• Silver End FC would like new floodlights considered under S106 – the Clerk has suggested that they get a 

quote. It appears there is no plan for the cables to the pavilion as requested by BDC. 

• Community Grant agreed for the hedging on the pavilion. Awaiting order details from JA, then the Clerk will 

arrange.  

 

0326/FC2431 Report from District/County Councillors  

Cllr Playle reported on behalf of Essex County Council:  

• Local Government reform – ECC and BDC need to start setting up committees re the re-organisation, 

although the configurations are not known at this point. Hoping for an answer this month. Working 

collaboratively with District. 

• Highways winter repair scheme – defects reported in several locations in the village. Let him know of others. 

IA – Boars Tye Rd drains are a problem again – RP has raised this. BM – Temple Lane, motorcyclist came off 

his bike due to pot holes on 26/2, not hurt but shocked. RP will investigate. 

• Budget – £6m allocated additionally for highways. Locality Budget will continue – £10k for local projects.  

• Highways Liaison Officer meeting. Agreed that if there are volunteers to carry out the work they will provide 

the materials to paint the directional posts for the 100th. MS – he will ensure it is done. 

LGR – elections going ahead across the country, 78 councils. With the new boundary changes Silver End will no 

longer be part of Witham Northern but will become part of Braintree Eastern, As a result RP will no longer represent 

the village. He is particularly sadd due to his close family connections here and stated that it has been a privilege over 

the last years to be able to represent the people of Silver End. He was thanked very much for his time and support and 

wished well for the future. 

The Chair thanked RP for his report and there were no questions from the floor. 

 

Cllr Abbott reported on behalf of Braintree District Council: 

• New wheelie bins being delivered throughout the district– coming to Silver End soon. 

• Local Plan consultation – delayed by a month as waiting for sustainability appraisal. Open until April 17th. 

JA’s FB page has more detail. Comments to be made online. Email responses are acceptable and paper 



responses are available at libraries etc. Consultation events being held in Cressing and Braintree. No new sites 

in the plan for Silver End but he is aware that a developer has shown interest locally.  

• LGR – believes that the timetable will move back.  

• Dog bins – BDC requires bins on new housing estates but the estates’ individual maintenance teams carry out 

emptying etc. Only Redrow needs BDC’s  support and the 2 bins specified in plan have been installed. SEPC 

would need to approach management companies where necessary.  

• Conservation Area Guide – still waiting. Place Services still appear to be holding things up.  

• S106 tree planting – slow progress but there is confirmation that there are sufficient funds. ECC to confirm 

sites. 

• Pot holes – Boars Tye Rd drain is deadly for cyclists. Holes are repaired a long time after identification. 

• BDC budget approved – 0% increase on their side. 

• BBC came out re Oak Rd, Rivenhall flooding. Took journalist to river to show that it is unlikely flooding , 

for the majority of time. Underground drains are broken in places. Will be expensive but it needs to be solved 

at some point. IA suggested a culvert, even if just as a short term measure.  

Cllr Abbott was thanked for his report and the Chair opened the floor to questions: 

AB – Silver St street lights still not working – JA still chasing. 

IA – accident as a result of new estate entrance siting. A site lorry hit a bus. Access is not safe. Need to get the speed 

restriction moved. JA - as far as he knows the speed reduction is going in, but he doesn’t know when.  

 

Cllr Playle was thanked for his report and his support over the years. He left the meeting at this point. 

 

0326/FC2432 Planning Applications – agreed via email communication since the last meeting. Only objections 

or formal comments noted: 

26/00243/HH  The Privets, 33 Francis Way 

Objection: in contravention of current conservation guidelines 

26/00369/VAR  6 Silver Street 

No objection, assuming the bus stop remains in its original position 

Any large applications that may require further discussion 

None. 

  Any application received after the agenda was set 

26/00484/FUL  2a Leicester Court 

New front door 

No objections. 

  Appeals/Enforcement/Other Planning Matters 

None. 

 

Local Plan Review consultation sent to all Members. Any comments/objections to be forwarded to the Clerk to 

formulate a response on behalf of SEPC. Agenda item for next meeting. 

 

0326/FC2433 Correspondence – not already included in the Clerk’s report 

ECC – results of the Local Bus Consultation 2025 – report available - https://www.travelessex.co.uk/bus-network-

consultation-2025 

Silver End Academy – discussions regarding parking issues at the school. The Clerk signposted them to N/E Essex 

Parking Partnership and offered support if required. 

Environment Agency – have a new platform for the Rivenhall Facility - 

https://engageenvironmentagency.uk.engagementhq.com/east-anglia-regulated-industry-

sites/widgets/126351/faqs#38696 

BDC – new recycling bins are being delivered throughout the district. Service to commence in June. 

BDC – Chairman’s Community Showcase on Thursday 2/4, 10-2pm at Braintree Institute. 

RCCE – webinar on Tuesday 17/3, 7-8pm on Local Nature Recovery and Biodiversity Net Gain. Places to be booked.  

MotP – looking for an allotment site and are on a 4/5 year waiting list. Clerk has passed this on to BDC and asked 

them to ensure that unused plots are made available. 

Keep Britain Tidy – 2026 Spring Clean runs from 13-29 March. 

EALC – Permitted Development Rights Course on Tuesday 16/6, 10-1pm. Clerk would like to attend. All agreed. 

MotP – interest in tennis courts and has suggested setting up a club, charging a membership fee to contribute towards 

maintenance. Clerk has promised an update once details and dates are clearer. 

BDC – Halstead Age Well Fair on Thursday 9/4, 10-1pm at Halstad leisure Centre. Notices printed for the boards. 

EALC – Resignation of Chief Executive Officer, Charlene Slade, from 31/3.  

Indaver – next Rivenhall Liaison Group Meeting, 12/3 at 11am. Attendance in person or via Teams. 

BDC – RNIB accessible voting workshop, 23/3, 1-4pm at Causeway House. 

https://www.travelessex.co.uk/bus-network-consultation-2025
https://www.travelessex.co.uk/bus-network-consultation-2025
https://engageenvironmentagency.uk.engagementhq.com/east-anglia-regulated-industry-sites/widgets/126351/faqs#38696
https://engageenvironmentagency.uk.engagementhq.com/east-anglia-regulated-industry-sites/widgets/126351/faqs#38696


0326/FC2434 Reports from Silver End Councillors – Meetings/activities 

MS – handheld lanterns have been made for children to hold on 17/4,  6.30pm. 

MS & AB reported on the S106 meeting with BDC: 

Allotments – gap in fence viewed. They have reviewed water and pipes and redesigned them. Turning over unused 

allotments as available. 

Pond – awaiting Anglian Water re broken pipe – damaged cost is much higher than anticipated. S106 won’t cover as it 

hasn’t been maintained. Once repaired aim to restore the waterfall etc and this should be covered by S106. BDC are 

considering emptying it every winter and then refilling it in spring. BDC may be able to secure funding for repair but 

it won’t be by the 100th. As an interim measure AB suggested pumping all of the debris out to make it as good as 

possible. The drain in the rose gardens may be an option.  

Lanterns for the Memorial Gardens entrance which have been located are going to be dealt with by BDC.  

Tennis – planning officer to contact the Clerk. 

65k allocated for Silver St field but the Trust (IA) need to apply. Specific details needed.  

Torii Arch  - form to be completed by the Clerk. 

Xmas trees can be planted at the front of the village hall – MS & AB. 

36k for play equipment in park. If replace anything then current regulations need to be adhered to. IA suggested a new 

roundabout.  

AB and MS met with Bryan, BDC, to ensure that they clear up fully for 100th.  

Clerk to contact Eastlight to ask resident not to park on verge outside telephone exchange as it is to be repaired - 5 

Francis Way.  

CT can get chipping for the roundabout.  

AB – WoSE is printed and ready for delivery. 

AB and PH met in the park and are now going to do so weekly. 

Clerk and AB attending quarterly Memorial Gardens meeting with BDC on 23rd March. 

  100th Anniversary Meeting – items to be agreed 

MS – Crank up farm machinery – he has no info so isn’t sure at this point what is happening. 

Clerk to order 4 platters of sandwiches and 6 bottles of non-alcoholic prosecco for the VIPs for the event on the 17/4. 

MS has ordered a cake. Costs to be added to 0426i. Known attendees - JA, BW, RP, Pritti Patel, James Burn and 

family (Crittall family) Tait family, museum team. AB – suggested inviting James Cleverly.  

MS – quote from steam fair – 6k for carousel & chair-a-planes. They need to visit to ensure they can get on the field. 

AB – going to the school again to look for the time capsule. 

CT – is there a poster at the museum? AB will check, especially for the summer fete.  

The Clerk reported: 

• She has liaised with Clear Insurance to ensure cover for the events. Assuming there are less than 1000 

attendees, events are organised by SEPC (any group holding individual events will not be covered by SEPC,) 

a risk assessment for the events is held, and each stall holder/event provider has their own risk assessments 

and public liability insurance – these must be witnessed and recorded. Public liability stands at £10m.  

In addition the Torri Arch is covered under street furniture (£60k total cover.) The Clerk will email the risk 

assessment pro-forma to CT. 

• The wording on the plaque was agreed as ‘This Torri Arch was dedicated on 17th April 2026 by………… to 

commemorate the 100th anniversary of Silver End Garden Village. It replaces the original.’ This will be 

arranged after the event to ensure that the correct person is named. Suggested it should be attached to the 

stone via resin. The Clerk will liaise about design and size when ordering.  

 Reports to be made to ECC/BDC/Eastlight/Memorial Gardens contractor 

Schedule of works from John Bailey regarding the Memorial Gardens (Jan) – cut the grass in the rose garden, and 

gave the roses their winter prune, pruning in double bed boarders and heather mound, weeding within all areas. 

Triangles pruned and maintained and dead bay removed, Orchard was litter picked and maintained. (Feb) weeding and 

tidying, sweeping leaves, edged and mulched triangles. The orchard was cut but spring bulbs left. 

 

Cllr Abbott left the meeting at this point.  

 

0326/FC2435 Finance 

  Payments made/to be made to be agreed and signed. Bank balances to be agreed and noted 

The Clerk presented the statements and balances which were agreed and signed by the Chair of the meeting, and the 

Clerk as the RFO, as per appendix 0326i, as sent to Members with the agenda. All payments to be made, detailed in 

this appendix, were agreed and the bank balances were agreed and noted.  

Additional payments agreed and to be added to 0326i 

EALC (Permitted Rights course) 72.00  Hedging for pavilion (Community Grant) max. £400 

WoSE (Speedprint printing)            720.00 

 



Agreement to be given for transfers to the Ear Marked Reserves Account 

Total amount paid in error for the year by M/Ltd. 

£480 unclaimed rent for the office. 

It was agreed that these 2 amounts will be held until the end of 2026/27 and if unclaimed will transfer them to the 

current account. 

£10k for the 100th. 

The Clerk will organise. 

 

0326/FC2436 Silver End Luncheon Club – consideration of the Supervisor’s Resignation and to the future of 

the Club 

The Clerk reported that she has received a letter of resignation from Helen Thomson, as supervisor of the Luncheon 

Club. She is happy to work through until the end of July if needed. New dates for 2026 are with Tiptree Meals for 

consideration and will then be passed to Hire a Hall for agreement. 

Everyone was saddened by the news and concern was raised over the future of the Club. 

All agreed that the Clerk should advertise on the noticeboard, website and FB, with a response date before the next 

meeting. Agenda item for April when this will be reviewed and a decision about the future will be decided. 

Clerk to notify Helen and convey sadness following her decision.  

 

0326/FC2437 Silver End Memorial Gardens – consideration to be given to SEPC’s allocation of funding to 

works in the gardens 

The Clerk reported that Grace Allman, BDC, has notified her that the paving around the sunken rose garden and the 

pergola is to be re-laid/repaired. Following this BDC have an additional £5k available and have suggested perhaps 

additional benches or a plaque/interpretation board? Ideally this can be organised before the centenary. MS replied 

more benches – the Clerk will liaise with Grace. 

BDC asked that the Chair sign the Silver End Memorial Gardens Partnership Agreement for 2026/28. Agreed. 

RCCE – notification of National Lottery Fund Awards For All Environment. Projects that help people connect with 

nature or make a positive environmental impact (£300-20k.) Webinar 25/3 at 7pm – registration required. Noted. 

 

0326/FC2438    Agenda items for the next meeting 

Next Full Council Meeting to be held on Wednesday 8th April.  

Next 100th meeting 31/3 at 7.30pm –  Clerk to remind all.  

 

There being no further matters to discuss the Chair called the meeting to a close at 9.11pm. 


