
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

SILVER END PARISH COUNCIL  

Minutes of the Full Parish Council meeting held on 8th October 

2025 in the Parish Council Office, Silver End Village Hall. 
 

 

  Centenary celebrations 2026 

 

Present: Cllr Bugg (Chair, AB,) Cllr McDonald (KM,) Cllr Sullivan (MS,) Cllr Martin (BM,) Cllr Taylor (CT,) Mrs 

Temple (Clerk) and Cllr Abbott (JA) (BDC, left the meeting during 1025/FC2372.)       

 

1025/FC2367 Apologies for absence: Cllr Ashford (IA,) Cllr Hughes (PH,) Cllr Playle (RP) (ECC) and Cllr Wright 

(BW) (BDC.)  

Absent without apologies: None. 

 

1025/FC2368 Declarations of Interest by Members in respect of any items on the agenda, none were offered. 

 

1025/FC2369 Consideration to be given to the resignation of Cllr Stephen Allaker 

The Clerk confirmed that she has received a letter of resignation from Cllr Allaker following his departure from the 

village. With regret Cllr Bugg proposed acceptance, with Cllr Sullivan acting as second. At a vote all were in favour. 

 

1025/FC2370 Members of the public are given an opportunity to speak at this point, however none were present. 

 

1025/FC2371 Minutes of August’s Full Council Meeting were agreed and signed as a true record of the meeting. 

As an official meeting was not held in September there are no minutes to sign, however the AI notes will be held on 

record in case of need.  

Clerk’s Report (incl. Matters Arising from the previous minutes:) 

• Chased for a reply from Bellway regarding the pathway that LHP have removed from their list. 

• Noticeboard to replace the one outside St Francis Church has not yet arrived. Clerk to chase. 

• No further news about the next PPG meeting – JA confirmed that disappointingly there has been no news – 

he will chase. 

• ‘Owned and maintained by SEPC’ signs have been organised for the defibs. 

• Chris Paggi at BDC chased regarding the Conservation Area Guide – they are still liaising with Place 

Services. 

• An officer has been allocated to assist with the application for information boards for SEHS. It is something 

that has not been dealt with regularly so guidance and pricing is being awaited. 

• Torii Arch is complete and installation commences today. Awaiting final invoice. 

• Update from BDC on the pond. A contractor has been appointed to undertake initial work which was due to 

start last Thursday. Aim to pump the contaminated water and clean the internal parts. It is suggested that there 

is a collapsed drain. The 2nd stage, once clean and empty, is to camera all of the outlets in an attempt to fix the 

source of the issue and to ensure long term maintenance. The first phase is anticipated for completion by the 

end of this week. 

• It is understood that the Western Arms have ordered the Christmas tree for the village hall. The Clerk will 

cancel the usual booking. 

• The next S106 meeting it to take place tomorrow at 2pm. 

 

1025/FC2372 Report from District/County Councillors  

Cllr Abbott reported on behalf of BDC: 

• BDC Local Plan Comm has almost agreed allocation of sites. 2 sites deferred until 20/10– one 2k/4.5k and 

one 600 houses at Coggeshall. It appears that there will be no further sites for Silver End as it is thought that 

the village has had its fair share of development and any further would affect the conservation area. Kings 

Dean, Kelvedon has been allocated 5.5k with industrial units going up to Oak Rd in Rivenhall. JA stated that  

a green buffer is required. 80% of allocations are this side of Braintree, all within just about 2 wards. They 

should be more evenly distributed. No new suggestion of road improvements. Later Autumn – revised sites 

will go to public consultation. 

• BDC voted to support 3 unitary authorities. Public consultation in November.  

• Pylons have been accepted and examination next year – need to register if want to comment. Also a haul road 

will be built from Norwich to Tilbury. Still pushing for work to be carried out undersea. 

• Flume issue complaints – number of complaints is reducing. Environment Agency have a dedicated web page. 



Current application – 14 months to omit visible flume. ECC – unable to make decision until next year and 

therefore no call in possible.  

• Trees/hedgerows needed by Scout hut. JA will speak to Dan Sutton from the Scouts. 

• BDC feel they cannot argue an application to remove the oak tree in Boars Tye Road. Therefore likely that it 

will be taken down – especially frustrating due to the TPO.  

The Chair thanked Cllr Abbott for his report and opened the floor to questions: 

BM – poplar tree lost on Boars Tye Rd. JA will investigate.  

AB – how is 5g mast allowed on factory corner? JA responded that utility companies have different rules to adhere to 

but he will look into it. KM – believes that 5g masts should be refused in conservation areas.  

KM – Local Plan runs until 2041, therefore the new unitary council will be responsible for next review and therefore 

housing may be more spread out. JA – Local Plan may be reviewed earlier due to dissolution. The new Mayor will 

also have planning powers, although not yet known what they will be.  

The Chair thanked Cllr Abbott for his attendance. JA left the meeting at this point. 

 

Cllr Playle sent apologies and a report for the Clerk to read in his absence. 

‘Devolution 

On Friday 26 September Essex County Council, alongside our partners in Essex Leaders and Chief Executives 

(ELCE), submitted its proposal for Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) in Greater Essex. Essex County 

Council’s proposal, one of four proposals that was submitted, proposes the creation of three new all-purpose unitary 

councils – North Essex, Mid Essex and South Essex. This is a model also supported by Braintree District Council. 

Provided they meet the criteria set out earlier in the year, all four of the proposals submitted will go forward for public 

consultation later this autumn, with a preferred option likely to be announced by government in the Spring of 2026. 

Essex Community Initiative 

This year’s Essex Community Initiatives Fund (CIF) is now open for applications, and is offering grants of up to 

£10,000. Applications to the fund should be made before the closing date of Friday 28th November 2025. The pot is 

available to voluntary organisations, community groups, residents’ associations, as well as Town and Parish Councils. 

Last year over £200,000 was distributed, with a similar amount available this year This year, two kinds of grants are 

available: 

• Grants of up to £10,000 are available for projects designed to strengthen local communities. 

• Micro grants of up to £1,000 are also available to help reduce social isolation, improve wellbeing or 

encourage communities to connect. The micro grants can also be used to support organisations to build and 

develop their capabilities and skill. Applications to the micro grants fund will remain open until all the funds 

for these are allocated 

Rivenhall Incinerator Environmental Permit EPR/CP3906LP/V003 

I am sure the Parish Council is aware of the request from Indavar for yet another amendment to the original planning 

permission. This particular request would allow a plume of smoke to be visible. We have already had a number of 

occasions where this has been breached already and dismissed effectively as teething problems, which they now wish 

to make permissible. This is wholly unacceptable if frankly not surprising. I will be objecting to this and am sure the 

Parish Council will be taking similar action. 

Essex Highways 

I am pleased that a number of resurfacing works have taken place across the Rivenhall parish recently, including 

Rickstones Road and Oak Road. There should also be temporary traffic lights in Oak Road again tomorrow to jet 

drains and ensure these are once again clear for the winter and wetter weather. 

National Highways 

NH plan to complete resurfacing work on the A12 (northbound) between Junctions 22 and 23 overnight on Thursday 

9 October 2025 between 9pm and 5am, weather permitting. During this time the road will be shut northbound 

between these junctions. 

NH also plan to complete resurfacing work on the A12 (southbound) between Junctions 23 and 

24 overnight on Monday 13 October 2025 between 10pm and 5am, weather permitting. During this time the road 

will be shut southbound between these junctions. 

Silver End 100th Anniversary 

I am pleased BDC have acted on calls from all of us to act on the pond. I am continuing to press Essex Highways to 

repaint the heritage style directional signs and ensure the village is properly spruced up ahead of April 2026.’ 

 

1025/FC2373 Planning Applications – agreed via email communication since the last meeting. Only objections 

or formal comments noted: 

None. 

Any large applications that may require further discussion 

None. 

   

https://ealc.gov.uk/community-initiative-fund-cif/
https://ealc.gov.uk/micro-grant-fund/


Planning Applications received after agenda was set  

Application No: 25/02212/FUL  Rascasse, Sheepcotes Lane 

Retention of change of use of existing breakout unit into new residential unit for service users  

Objection – Package Treatment Plant – there is no suggestion of where it is in the plan and what its capacity is. Why is 

foul water still making its way into the ditch?  Has been an issue for years and sewerage is still going into  

 

Application No: 25/02205/FUL  Land to the rear of Boars Tye Residential Home 

Erection of 3 detached 1 bedroomed bungalows and assoc. landscaping 

Garages are shown on some of the plans but no mention of them elsewhere. Want to use entrance in front of cart lodge 

entrance – this in curtilage of a listed building. Should use their own main entrance.  

Appeals/Enforcement/Other Planning Matters 

ESS/39/23/BTE/17/01   Rivenhall Airfield 

Partial discharge of condition 17 (Plume Abatement Plan for the Commissioning Phase of the Combined Heat and 

Power Plant) of planning permission ESS/39/23/BTE – extant planning permission for the RIWMF.   

No further comment to that already made.  

 

Cllr Taylor noted that there has been no known application granted for the 5g mast. Application no: 24/00178/T56 – 

was refused. Clerk to speak to Cllr Abbott. 

AB – driveway in Broadway has been reported to BDC’s Enforcement Officer.  

 

1025/FC2374 Correspondence – not already included in the Clerk’s report 

Silver End Guides – letter of heartfelt thanks for the donation agreed and sent after the last meeting. Clerk to pass this 

on to Greta Tew as they also offered thanks for her donation of the internal audit fee.  

BDC, ASB and Enforcement – launch of new set of dedicated anti-social behaviour web pages. 

KM – broken plaque at St Francis Church. Who is responsible for the repair. AB will repair. 

KM – request for letter of thanks to Patrick Wigg for promise of a donation for the 100th and also for the stone for a 

plinth for the Torii Arch. Clerk to send. 

BDC Chairman’s PA – request for details of Remembrance Service in Silver End. 9/11 – 10.45. Clerk to notify. 

Cost of Living Projects Officer, BDC – encouraging residents to complete the Cost of Living Survey 2025. Online or 

in paper form. 

RCCE – Water Literacy training. Many fully funded places available for online training throughout October and 

November. Clerk will send link if requested. 

Cost of Living Projects Officer, BDC – Major House Grant available to install or repair hot water or heating problems. 

Means tested and must be repaid in full when property is sold/transferred. 

BDC – Age Well Fair on Thursday 6th November, 10am-1pm, Witham Public Hall. Free event for those struggling to 

find support for themselves or a loved one. Poster to be placed on the noticeboard - AB. 

EALC – Community Initiative Fund open from 6/10 until 28/11. Up to £10k available for each project/group. Also 

microgrants available of up to £1k. Details handed to KM and detailed in Cllr Playle’s report above. 

Hire a Hall – re Christmas event on 6/12. Agreed that both halls are required 3-9pm. No charge for the hall hire but the 

usual £145 deposit will be payable. Clerk to confirm with Hire a Hall. 

 

1025/FC2375 Reports from Silver End Councillors – Meetings/activities 

MS – 3 meetings and quotes for tennis courts and MUGA – 2 received at this stage. £500k quoted from one and £350k 

from ETC, but depends what they come across once digging. Include 2 new tennis courts and resurfacing the MUGA, 

along with fencing, lighting, outdoor gym equipment on grassed area, and possibly a padel area. Fencing has anti 

vibration technology. All 3 companies suggested that the tennis courts are separated. Quotes to be taken to the S106 

meeting tomorrow. 

KM – Indaver meeting – details sent around re plume. Lots of people are only hearing one side of the story about what 

is happening there. Should make people aware of both sides of the story. Suggested putting info on the FB page. MS - 

we all need to agree on what is put on the page. CT – we shouldn’t necessarily put Indaver’s reports on there as we 

don’t know how factual they are. CT feels that we don’t know enough about all of the facts and the danger is that by 

putting it on our FB page we might be seen to be promoting Indaver. 

KM – BALC meeting – BDC talked about Devolution with a slide presentation.  

KM - LHP – all approved projects will proceed but all others will be put on hold. May not be any further meetings at 

this point. 

KM  - British Legion Flag – should have it next week and payment details will be sent to the Clerk.  

KM  WoSE – will review his report. 

Clerk to ask Co-op to allow for Christmas lights to go up. Also ask Cllr Ashford if Stuart Clark will carry out PAT 

testing on the lights to ensure that they are safe.  

 



  100th Anniversary Meeting – items to be agreed 

BDC would like to have a site meeting with the Clerk to discuss what is required from them for the 100th. The fields  

etc are booked. Clerk awaiting date suggestions from Levi White. 

The wording and design for the plaque will be discussed at the next meeting, once the stone has been collected.  

AB – meeting last night, not especially helpful. Need SEPC meeting in advance of the next meeting.  

Next public 100th meetings – 4th November and 9th December at 7.30pm. Clerk to send reminders. 

Next SEPC 100th meeting – 27th October at 7pm. 

  Reports to be made to ECC/BDC/Eastlight 

Clerk asked for confirmation of whether BDC have: 

• Repaired the Lych Gate? No. Clerk to chase. 

• Fully secured the skate bowl? Yes. 

Report from Sam Redmond, litter picker – there has been a lot of what appears domestic rubbish left at the rear of the 

village hall. She will monitor following BDC’s refuse truck visit today. AB stated that the clothes bin is totally full. 

BM - ECC – Grooms Lane pathway was meant to be fully resurfaced but was simply patched – Clerk to report. 

BM – Clerk to chase Josceylne Chase/ECC again about the street lights to the front of the Co-op as they are still out. 

 

1025/FC2376 Finance 

  Payments made/to be made to be agreed and signed. Bank balances to be agreed and noted 

The Clerk presented the statements and balances which were agreed and signed by the Chair of the meeting, and the 

Clerk as the RFO, as per appendix 1025i, as sent to Members with the agenda. All payments to be made, detailed in 

this appendix, were agreed and the bank balances were agreed and noted.  

Additional payments agreed and to be added to 1025i 

Remembrance flag   max   20.00 Sweets for Halloween trail – AB  max   50.00  

Hire a Hall for Christmas Event deposit  145.00 - 26/10 10-3 

Torii Arch (remaining 50%)  max    7000.00 Xmas lights    max 200.00  

100th – climbing wall – Scouts   137.50 PKF – external auditorium   504.00 

Postage     max   30.00 Stationary    max        30.00 

Planning fee for interpretation board max 500.00 New laptop charging cable  max   25.00 

– SEHS  

  Conclusion of Audit 24/25 

Notification from PKF Littlejohn that the external audit is complete with no items to be noted. The Conclusion of 

Audit notification has been placed on the website as required by law. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

1025/FC2377 The future of Window on Silver End as a printed magazine only. Consider alternative ways of 

making it accessible to all 

Agreed to shadow for a year with digital and paper copies from January 2026. Put notice in the magazine asking for 

feedback as to whether people still want paper version. Put a link on website. 

AB has spoken to the printers who are happy to print what is needed.  

 

1025/FC2378 Review of Luncheon Club catering 

Helen Thomson has notified the Clerk that the meals are ‘hit and miss.’ She still believes that we are getting value for 

money based on the current cost of food. Doesn’t believe that there are many other options and she would not be 

happy to cook herself or use the kitchen in its current state. 

All agreed that we will stick with Tiptree Meals for now as there appears to be no other option. 

 

1025/FC2379 Review of Local Listings – Cllr McDonald 

The Clerk has spoken to Chris Paggi, Head of Planning, who has confirmed that the intention is still to carry out a 

review of listings once the Conservation Area Consultation Guide is complete. There is currently no date for this. 

 

1025/FC2380 Consideration to be given to naming 7 new roads in Silver End – requested by Bellway 

A request for ideas and suggestions has been made to put forward to BDC. 

All agreed with AB’s suggestion to use past members of staff from the school. The names to be put forward are: 

Barnes – a young teacher who passed away at a young age in 2021. Ideally this could be the primary road name as she 

was very well respected and liked and was very community minded. 

Newton – headmaster   Broad - teacher 

Evans – headmaster   Edwards – crossing patrol officer 

Newhall – teacher   Williams - caretaker 

Brierley – teacher   Andrews - secretary 

 

 



1025/FC2381 Any other business 

Agenda item for initial budget meeting in December –  

• Bench for Western Road 

• Bench for corner of Silver Street/Broadway – query re telecommunications box although MS and CT believe 

it has been moved. 

 

1025/FC2382    Agenda items for the next meeting 

Full Council Meeting to be held on Wednesday 12th November. 

Additional hedge planting in Memorial Gardens – including improving soil (0625/FC2319.) 

 

There being no further matters to discuss the Chair called the meeting to a close at 21.28pm. 

 

 

 


