
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

SILVER END PARISH COUNCIL  

Minutes of the Full Parish Council meeting held on 10th 

December 2025 in the Parish Council Office, Silver End Village 

Hall. 
 

 

  Centenary celebrations 2026 

 

Present: Cllr Bugg (Chair, AB,) Cllr Sullivan (MS,) Cllr Taylor (CT,) Cllr Martin (BM,) Cllr Hughes (PH,) Mrs 

Temple (Clerk) and Cllr Abbott (JA) (BDC, left the meeting before 1225/FC2400.) 

 

1225/FC2395 Apologies for absence: Cllr Ashford (IA,) Cllr Wright (BW) (BDC) and Cllr Playle (RP) (ECC.) 

Absent without apologies: Cllr McDonald (KM.) 

 

1225/FC2396 Declarations of Interest by Members in respect of any items on the agenda, none were offered. 

 

1225/FC2397 Members of the public are given an opportunity to speak at this point, however none were present. 

 

1225/FC2398 Minutes of November’s Full Council Meeting were agreed and signed as a true record of the 

meeting.   

Clerk’s Report (incl. Matters Arising from the previous minutes:) 

• Meeting proposed re interpretation boards – confirmation response from JA so far. 

• Christmas lights for Co-op have been PAT tested but as they are in a poor condition the certificate is for 6 

months only. 

• SEUFC have been approached for a copy of the electricity cables location plan and also confirmation of 

whether they would like to approach BDC for potential S106 funding for the floodlights. 

• New noticeboard has now arrived. Kindly installed by AB. 

• As requested at the last meeting, the Clerk has asked John Bailey for a schedule of works to accompany the 

invoice each month. As yet she has not received anything, but it could be that he is waiting to send it with 

December’s invoice.  

 

1225/FC2399 Report from District/County Councillors  

Cllr Abbott reported on behalf of BDC: 

• BDC budget meeting – position better than anticipated. Street cleaning grants will continue, councillor grant 

to increase to £1500pa. Council tax will increase. 

• Devolution – government changed timetable of mayoral elections – now in 2028 after new councils are set up. 

All elections uncertain but possibly hold ECC elections next year to run for a 2 year term. Silver End and 

Rivenhall thought to move to Braintree East and Cressing to Witham West.  

• Local Plan – hopefully the final meeting will be held tomorrow night.  

• BDC – S106 tree planting – things now moving. 

• Disappointed that the oak tree has been cut down. 

• Belway have destroyed all hedging to the frontage. Decision falls with BDC, not ECC.  

• Supports interpretation board mtg. 

• Chased re conservation guide – still with Place Services.  

• Dog and litter bins – BDC hold a map of all bins. Developers are asked to put bins in their new developments. 

They are now being chased by BDC when they haven’t done so.  Still issue with BDC outside of these areas. 

• All recycling letters sent out – large amount of kick back on social media. Residents can appeal BDC’s 

allocation for access, mobility and storage issues.  

• Village Hall – likely that they will install solar panels. 

• He was part of a litter pick on the border of Silver End/Cressing. Collected a huge amount of rubbish. Looking 

into possibility of CCTV in that area. 

• JA asked for a well done to all re Christmas event. 

• Hedging on pavilion field – run out of specimens. Has acquired 400 from Woodland Trust but will not arrive 

until March. 

At this point the Chair asked all Members for their agreement to move an agenda item up, in order to continue this 

conversation. All agreed. 

 



1225/FC2409 Hedging on the Pavilion Field – consideration to be given to funding 

Cllr Abbott reported that the project of planting new hedging at the pavilion is currently about 300 plants short. Like 

last year BDC have not allocated any funding to tree planting (the hedging last year was from the Woodland Trust and 

there are additional specimens available but not until March 2026, therefore missing this year’s planting window. 

BDC have however confirmed that Cllr Abbott’s Community Grant Scheme would be eligible and he believes that 

£400 would be sufficient. He has asked SEPC to consider making the application. 

In his absence Cllr Ashford has asked that his strong objection is minuted. He is concerned that Henry Critall Trust 

have not been consulted or involved and that the work previously completed has not been successful and therefore a 

lot of money for the benefit of few. Cllr Abbott stated that he has since spoken to Cllr Ashford and explained that a  

Tree Officer at BDC has asked for the hedge to be re-instated after the fence was habitually broken by youths 

climbing it, causing anti-social behaviour to local residents. JA had a site meeting with the Trust and the Football 

Club, so they have therefore been consulted plus it has been raised at SEPC meetings. JA believes that the matter has 

been resolved with IA. MS reported that, sadly, the water supply has been vandalised.  

PH props £400 be claimed via the grant by the Clerk, with AB acting as second. All agreed, no further proposals. JA 

– suggested getting the pre-school involved to water the hedge once planted. 

The Chair called this item to a close and the meeting continued, back in its original order.  

 

The Chair thanked Cllr Abbott for his report and opened the floor to questions: 

BM – the plume from the incinerator is not only visible but leaves a nasty metallic taste in the mouth. JA stated that 

these incidents need to be reported to the Environment Agency – JA will pass the number on to BM. 

AB – street lights in Boars Tye Rd – several out by junction. Workmen came out to repair but one is still not 

operating. JA will investigate. 

AB – Silver Street bus stop, outside nos. 4 and 6, was removed and found in Sheepcotes Lane, but has now 

disappeared and never replaced. JA will look into this.  

AB – resident from Valentines Way – verge outside her house is due to have a tree and fencing on it to stop parking 

and ruining the verge.  

AB – Western Rd – Pavement needs replacing along Western Rd by crossing – becoming trip hazard.  

BM – street nameplate needs replacing Broadway Ct – rotten posts. 

 

1225/FC2400 Planning Applications – agreed via email communication since the last meeting. Only objections 

or formal comments noted: 

Planning application: 25/02632/SCO Land North of Western Rd 

Scoping opinion for up to 400 dwellings 

Objection to be made: 

BDC have suggested that Silver End have had their fair share of new building and would hope that as it is outside the 

village envelope that it will be refused. Not only would it affect the village street scene but it means already 

overloaded amenities will suffer further. 
Any large applications that may require further discussion 

None. 

Planning Applications received after agenda was set  

None. 

Appeals/Enforcement/Other Planning Matters 

None. 

 

1225/FC2401 Correspondence – not already included in the Clerk’s report 

Rivenhall IWMF – Open days, next 17/12, then 6/1 and 10/1. Notice to AB for the boards. 

BDC – Clerk has been forwarded the 2025/26 Full Electoral Register. 

BDC – details of changes to recycling in 2026. 

KM – minutes of last Transport Meeting.  

MotP (Walter Blows) - complaint about unmaintained hedging in the village – Silver St, Western Rd, Boars Tye Rd – 

in Conservation Area generally. Encroaching the pathway and making passing an issue. AB will pass the specific 

issues onto the Clerk so that she can report them. 

 

1225/FC2402 Reports from Silver End Councillors – Meetings/activities 

Christmas Event was held on 6/12 – AB reported that it was successful and followed the usual format, revision maybe 

needed for next year. Lights were put up – AB thanks to all involved and special thanks to the Western Arms for the 

tree and Simon Hopkins for his assistance with the lights. 

AB – noticeboard up and plaque back in situ. 

AB – WoSE all final deliveries have been made. 

AB – conifer around the pond has been removed and BDC have jet washed the Memorial Garden’s play area.  



   100th Anniversary Meeting – items to be agreed 

BM – meeting held at Crittall Club re talent show. They were concerned as have found that they can sometimes be a 

failure. If there are not enough entries then they are happy to book a band. AB – Western Arms are having a band and 

food as well. All agreed that after 5.30pm groups can do whatever they wish.   

No response regarding an HRH visit but the Clerk has chased this.  

   Reports to be made to ECC/BDC/Eastlight 

Levi White has had a telephone meeting with the Clerk. BDC are awaiting quotes from the pond contractor following 

CCTV works highlighting drainage issues. Working on approval late 2025, early 2026. Once completed will put 

together a maintenance schedule. Looking to work on issues with the soak away and ideally re-instate the waterfall to 

circulate the water. Liaising with Sarah Burder and Neil Jones re S106 monies and awaiting details of any exemptions. 

He plans to attend the next S106 meeting on 19/2 to discuss ideas and plans for the pond area and to meet the Clerk 

and Members present. He will also use it as a time to liaise regarding the 100th and has offered his re-assurance that 

parks and street cleaning will be a priority. Additionally a new Parks & Open Spaces/Street Cleaning Manager will 

start shortly and he will aim to attend some of the quarterly Memorial Gardens meetings with John Elves (BDC.) The 

Clerk will contact Rhinorock to ask for advice on the waterfall. Clerk will also contact Levi White to ensure that 

BDC are happy for us to proceed without prior agreement, regarding the 100th.  

ECC – round drain by Boars Tye House is causing issues and the road markings as you leave village towards 

Rivenhall Place have totally worn away. Clerk to report.  

AB – CCTV in the hall can be viewed but is not being recorded.  

 

1225/FC2403 Finance 

  Payments made/to be made to be agreed and signed. Bank balances to be agreed and noted 

The Clerk presented the statements and balances which were agreed and signed by the Chair of the meeting, and the 

Clerk as the RFO, as per appendix 1225i, as sent to Members with the agenda. All payments to be made, detailed in 

this appendix, were agreed and the bank balances were agreed and noted.  

Additional payments agreed and to be added to 1225i 

S Clarke (PAT Testing Christmas lights)  60.00  McAfee subscription  109.99 

C Hutchings (Christmas Event)             409.13  Knit & Knatter (100th) max  200.00 

Gemma’s Farm (100th)              325.00  Docusign     96.00 

Poppy Appeal agenda for 2026 donation. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

1225/FC2404 Vacancy at the Luncheon Club following the resignation of a long term Member of Staff 

Nicki Ruggles has handed her notice in after 10 years as an assistant for the Luncheon Club, finishing this Friday with 

the Christmas lunch. The Clerk has liaised with Helen Thomson, the supervisor, who has stated that as there are 

currently only 14 members, they could see how they get on with their volunteer and AB.   

All agreed and that any holidays have to be taken around set L/Club dates. 

Agreed that the situation can be reviewed if the numbers increase.  

 

1225/FC2405 S106 plans for improvements to the tennis court areas – in line with Cllr Sullivan’s quotes 

As discussed previously, MS has got quotes from 3 different companies for the work to re-instate the tennis courts and 

all associated works. 

The work will need to be instructed by and invoiced to SEPC and for this reason Members need to agree and give 

authority for the work to be carried out. The Clerk will then effectively arrange for funds to be paid from BDC by way 

of S106 monies. 

MS proposes maximum of £591,463 (highest figure,) with AB acting as second, All agreed with no further proposals.  

 

As far as the parking at the football pavilion is concerned, on the village hall, this parking is available to all as it is 

funded by S106 monies. Therefore anyone playing tennis etc should have access to the parking. AB – can our staff 

open and lock. The Clerk stated yes put it must be at a reasonable hour.  

 

1225/FC2406 Consideration to be given to the additional planting of hedging in the Memorial Gardens – 

discuss quote for soil replacement 

As requested the Clerk asked John Bailey for quotes for the removal of soil, taking it away and replacing with new. 

Allowing Members to then plant new hedging in fresh soil. No quote has been forthcoming at this point. 

 

1225/FC2407 Public Open Spaces (POSI) applications for 2026/27 

The Clerk confirmed that many items are already included, currently allowing lots of options for S106 funding. She 

suggested removal of the items regarding a bench for the Remembrance Garden and creating a woodland walk on the 

BMX track. She further suggested that the item regarding installation of a filtration system in the Memorial Gardens  

include mentions the re-instatement of the waterfall and associated work in the Japanese Garden.  



Add complete replant of rose garden on roundabout.   

The Clerk will make these additions/amendments/ removals. 

 

1225/FC2408 Budget/Precept 2026/27 – suggestions for inclusion in the upcoming budget 

The budget/precept for the coming financial year needs to be agreed at January’s meeting. Before the Clerk prepares 

the figures she asked for suggestions for inclusions that Members would like to see. These will be included, if agreed, 

but not finalised until the draft budget is presented.  

Agreed that the following should be included:  

Information board to be installed by the pond max £2k. 

3 x benches (Western Rd & Silver Street/Broadway junction, Broadway court) £3k. 

Banners for Halloween event – max £100. 

Christmas lights - £2k. 

Grant Polkington – BDC contractors to wire in for Christmas lights - £1k 

Battery pack for Temple Lane SID - £1k 

100th allocation – consider what amount can go to EMR.  

Inflationary figure to use for the budget 5% 

 

1225/FC2409 Hedging on the Pavilion Field – consideration to funding 

This item was moved up the agenda earlier in the meeting. 

 

1225/FC2410 Project Plan – semi-annual review 

The Clerk presented an updated plans to all present and the plan was amended, to be included as part of these minutes. 

 

1225/FC2411 Website – suggestions of updates (Cllr McDonald) 

It was suggested that this item does not need to be an agenda item and that Cllr McDonald can liaise with Leila 

Hobart about any updates or amendments. He just simply needs to include all Members in his correspondence. 

CT has drafted a policy for Social Media – Agenda item for January for agreement.  

MS will put an item on FB with a picture of Christmas tree, saying thank you to the Western Arms for their kind 

donation and also to all councillors and residents involved in decorating it.  

 

1125/FC2412    Agenda items for the next meeting 

Next Full Council Meeting to be held on Wednesday 14th January. Reminder that there will be no meeting in February. 

Precept/Budget 2026/27. 

Social Media Policy – CT. 

 

There being no further matters to discuss the Chair called the meeting to a close at 21.30pm. 

 

 


